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Claim 16 relates to subject-matter considered by this authority to be
covered by the provisions of Rule 35.1(iv) PCT.

The claim discloses an optical tracking method comprising a step of
deploying a miniature secondary endoscope within an instrument channel of
a primary endoscope. Such a deployment does not exclude the secondary
endoscope extending beyond the distal end of the primary endoscope. As
such, since the deployment step can go beyond the instrument channel of
the primary endoscope and into the 1iving human or animal subject, the
claim includes a step of manipulating the secondary endoscope within a
living human or animal subject, which constitutes a surgical step. Thus
claim 16 is a method of treatment by surgery. As dependents of claim 16,
claims 17-20 also fall under the provisions of Rule 39.1{iv} PCT.
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